
 
 

 

  

Imagine Institute by 
Ateliers Jean Nouvel and 
Valero  Gadan  Architectes
 
Medical Research Institute Stands Out by 
Fitting In 
 

Necker Hospital, the oldest specialised paediatric clinic in the world, 
recently opened an extension dedicated to research and treatment of 
genetic diseases called the Imagine Institute. Designed by Ateliers Jean 
Nouvel and Valero Gadan Architectes, the building is located on the 
hospital campus in the heart of Paris’s left bank. 

 

Although the building’s form conforms to the regulations stipulated in the 
19th century by Baron Hausmann, the sharp crystalline edges, as well as 
the building’s all-glass façade strike a uniquely contemporary presence. 
Nouvel – well-known for his often highly-decorative façades – collaborated 
with graphic designer Hiroshi Maeda, who superimposed enlarged images 
of sequenced DNA strands, referring to the institute’s primary focus. 

 

Seminar and meeting rooms along with informal, common spaces are 
located in the tall part of the building along the Boulevard Montparnasse. 
The patient treatment facilities, laboratories and individual offices are 
grouped around a naturally-lit atrium in a compact volume, which is slightly 
set back from the side street. The two volumes meet in a shard-like spire, 
culminating in a rooftop terrace that provides sweeping views of the city. 
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The building recreates a typical Parisian corner in a crisp, angular 
fashion. 

The crystalline volume respects the strict Parisian building envelope, 
but nevertheless has a presence. 

Images of sequenced DNA strands are printed on the façade. 



 

  

 

Treatment rooms and laboratories and are grouped around an 
atrium. 

 The atrium creates a point of visual contact between the patients 
and the researchers (photo:Patrick H Müller). 

 

 



  

 

Occasional bursts of bright colour enliven the building’s social 
spaces (photo: Patrick H Müller).  

 

http://www.frameweb.com/news/imagine-institute-by-ateliers-jean-
nouvel-and-valero-gadan-architectes 

https://twitter.com/markmagazine/status/484644046762409984 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10152112185945836&se
t=a.440958960835.228443.48237075835&type=1&theater 

 


